
EGYPTIAN HYMNS AND PRAYERS 

They talk about the victories 
Which Mer-ne-Ptah Hotep-hir-Maat made m Te-

henu: 
"How amiable is he, the victorious ruler! 

How exalted is the king among the gods! 
How fortunate is he, the lord of command! 

Ah, how pleasant it is to sit when there is gossip!" 
One walks with unhindered stride on the way, for 

there is no fear at all in the heart of the people. The 
forts are left to themselves, the wells (lie) open, 
accessible to the messengers. The battlements of the 
wall are calm in the sun until their watchers may awake. 
The Madjoi are stretched out as they sleep; the Nau 
and Tekten are in the meadows as they wish.15 The 
cattle of the field are left as free to roam without 
herdsman, (even) crossing the flood of the stream. 
There is no breaking out of a cry in the night: "Halt! 
Behold, a comer comes with the speech of strangers!," 
(but) one goes and comes (25) with singing. There is 
no cry of people as when there is mourning. Towns 
are settled anew again. He who plows his harvest will 
eat it. Re has turned himself around (again) to Egypt. 
He was born as the one destined to be her protector, 
the King of Upper and Lower Egypt: Ba-en-Re Meri-
Amon; the Son of Re: Mer-ne-Ptah Hotep-hir-Maat. 

The princes are prostrate, saying: "Mercy!"1
" 

Not one raises his head among the Nine Bows. 
Desolation is for Tehenu; Hatti is pacified; 

Plundered is the Canaan with every evil; 
Carried off is Ashkelon; seized upon is Gezer; 

Yanoam is made as that which does not exist;17 

Israel is laid waste, his seed is not; 18 

Hurru is become a widow for Egypt!19 

All lands together, they are pacified; 
Everyone who was restless, he has been bound 

by the King of Upper and Lower Egypt: Ba-en-Re Meri-
Amon; the Son of Re: Mer-ne-Ptah Hotep-hir-Maat, 
given life like Re every day. 

Joy at the Accession of 
Mer-ne-Ptah 

In the dogma of Egyptian religion each pharaoh was a god 
who repeated the creation miracle of establishing order out of 

l5 The Madjoi were Sudanese used as police in Egypt. The word then 
came to mean "police." The Nau and Tekten policed the desert frontier.• 

16 Or "Peace!" The Canaanite word shalam is used here. 
17 Hatti was the land of the Hittites. Yanoam was an important town of 

northern Palestine. 
1 8 Much has been made of the fact that the word Israel is the only 

one of the names in this context which is written with the determinative 
of people rather than land. Thus we should seem to have the Children of 
Israel in or near Palestine, but not yet as a settled people. This would 
have important bearing on the date of the Conquest. This is a valid 
argument. Determinatives should have meaning, and a contrast between 
determinatives in the same context should be significant. This stela does give 
the country determinatives 'to settled peoples like the Rebu, Temeh, Hatti, 
Ashkelon, etc., and the determinative of people to unlocated groups like 
the Madjoi, Nau, and Tekten. The argument is good, but not conclusive, 

chaos. The following hymn, from a papyrus of miscellaneous 
texts for school instruction, celebrates the accession of Mer-ne-
Ptah of the Nineteenth Dynasty (about 1234-1222 B.c.). 

From Papyrus Sallier I (British Museum 10185), recto viii 
7-ix 1. A photographic facsimile in Egyptian Hieratic Papyri in 
the British Museum . Second Series_( e?. by E. 1:· W. Budge, 
London, 1923), Pis. LX-LXI. Transcnpt10n mto hieroglyphic by 
A.H. Gardiner, Late-Egyptian Miscellanies (Bibliotheca Aegyp-
tiaca, vn, Brussels, 1917), 86-87. Translated in Erman, LAE 
278-79.•A!so translated by R. A. Caminos, Late-Egyptian Miscel: 
lanies (Oxford, 1954), 323-25. 

The Chief Archivist of the Treasury of Pharaoh-
life, prosperity, health !-Amen-em-Onet, addressing the 
Scribe Pen-ta-Uret, thus: This writing is brought to 
thee (to) say: Another matter:1 

Be glad of heart, the entire land! The goodly times 
are come! A lord-life, prosperity, health !-is given 
in all lands, and normality has come down (again) into 
its place: the King of Upper and Lower Egypt, the 
lord of millions of years, great of kingship like Horus: 
Ba-en-Re Meri-Amon-life, prosperity, health !-he who 
crushes Egypt with festivity, the Son of Re, (most) 
serviceable of any king: Mer-ne-Ptah Hotep-hir-Maat-
life, prosperity, health! 

All ye righteous, come that ye may see! Right has 
banished wrong. 2 Evildoers have fallen (upon) their 
faces. All the rapacious are ignored. 

The water stands and is not dried up ; the Nile lifts 
high. Days are long, nights have hours, and the moon 
comes normally." The gods are satisfied and content of 
heart. [One] lives in laughter and wonder. Mayest thou 
know it. 

THE END. 

Joy at the Accession of 
Ramses IV 

It was normal in Egypt to affirm that the accession of any 
pharaoh was the restoration of the normal divine order. In the 
case of the accession of Ramses IV, there was an additional 
justification, in that the reign of Ramses III did end in palace 
disorder, including a conspiracy within the royal harem, see 
pp. 214-216. 

An ostracon in the Turin Museum, probably of the reign of 
Ramses IV (about II64-II57 B.c.), published by G. Maspero in 
Recueil de travaux . .. , n ( 1880 ), II6-17; translated by Erman, 
LAE, 279. The following rendering benefits by a translation by 
W. Spiegelberg in OLZ, xxx (1927), 73-76. 

A happy day! Heaven and earth are in joy, for thou 
art the great lord of Egypt. 
because of the notorious carelessness of Late-Egyptian scribes and several 
blunders of writing in this stela. 

The statement that the "seed," i.e. offspring, of Israel had been wiped 
out is a conventional boast of power at this period. 

19 The land of the biblical Horites, or Greater Palestine. 

1 The pupil, Pen-ta-Uret, copies a letter from his master, Amen-em·Onet. 
This has been preceded by another letter on a different subject. Hence the 
words: "Another matter." cf. p. 379. 

2 "Truth drives out lying." The Egyptian concept of ma' at "truth, order, 
right," was of the essential order of the universe, given by the gods at 
the beginning and maintained and reconfirmed by the god-king. 

a Order is found in the regularity of times and seasons, restored by the 
new king. 


