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fices which entailed huge financial losses and almost certain ruin, 
and they were not even granted the hope of an ultimate exemption. 
This Novella (New Law) Ill of Theodosius II also makes a direct 
attack on the Jewish religion by reenacting a law which forbade 
the building of new Jewish synagogues. This prohibition was known 
a generation before this. It was reenacted now, probably to pacify 
the aroused Christian mob in the Eastern Empire which desired to 
crush the religious spirit of the Jews who were massing at Jerusalem 
and confidently looking forward to the coming of a Messianic re
deemer in 440. This disability, later taken over by some Moslem 
states, was reenunciated by the Church which sought to arrest the 
progress of Judaism, its old rival. 

A Latin law of Justinian (527-565), the final selection, does not 
allow a Jew to bear witness in court against an orthodox Christian. 
Thus as early as the sixth century the Jews were already laboring 
under social, economic, civil, political, and religious disabilities. 

1. Laws of Constantine the Great, October 18, 315-coNCERNING 

JEWS, HEAVEN-WORSHIPPERS,• AND SAMARITANS 

((We wish to make it known to the Jews and their elders and their 
patriarchs that if, after the enactment of this law, any one of them 
dares to attack with stones or some other manifestation of anger 
another who has fled their dangerous sect and attached himself to 
the worship of God [Christianity], he must speedily be given ·to 
the flames and burnt together with all his accomplices. 

Moreover, if any one of the population should join their abomi
nable sect and attend their meetings, he will bear with them the 
deserved penalties. 

11. Laws of Constantius, August 13, 339-coNcERNING JEWS, HEAVEN

woRSHIPPERs, AND SAMARITANS 

((This pertains to women, who live in our weavin~ factories and 
whom Jews, in their foulness, take in marriage. It ts decreed that 
these women are to be restored to the weaving factories. [Marriages 
between Jews and Christian women of the imperial weaving factory 
are to be dissolved.] 

This prohibition [of intermarriage] is to be preserved for the 
future lest the Jews induce Christian women to share their shame-

•Heaven-Worshippers were a sect closely allied to Judaism. 


