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countable force and proceeded to the province of
Antioch, in order to inflict a crushing blow upon
the armies of the Franks. They besieged the
Franks until their supplies of food were exhausted
and they were reduced to eating carrion; but
thereafter the Franks, though they were in the
extremity of weakness, advanced in battle order
against the armies of Islam, which were at the
height of strength and numbers, and they broke
the ranks of the Muslims and scattered their
multitudes. The lords of the pedigree steeds?
were put to flight, and the sword was unsheathed
upon the footsoldiers who had volunteered for the
cause of God, who had girt themselves for the
Holy War, and were vehement in their desire to
strike a blow for the Faith and for the protection
of the Muslims. This befel on Tuesday, the
[twenty] sixth of Rajab, in this year (29th June,
1098).

AH. 492
(28th November, 1098, to 16th November, 109q)

In Muharram of this year (December, 1098), the
Franks made an assault on the wall of Ma‘arrat
al-Nu‘man from the east and north. They pushed
up the tower until it rested against the wall, and
as it was higher, they deprived the Muslims of the
shelter of the wall. The fighting raged round this
point until sunset on 14th Muharram (11th
December), when the Franks scaled the wall, and
the townsfolk were driven off it and took to flight.

' Literally  of the short-haired and swift-paced.”
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Prior to this, messengers had repeatedly come to
them from the Franks with proposals for a settle-
ment by negotiation and the surrender of the city,
promising in return security for their lives and
property, and the establishment of a [Frankish]
governor amongst them, but dissension among the
citizens and the fore-ordained decree of God
prevented acceptance of these terms. So they
captured the city after the hour of the sunset
prayer, and a great number from both sides were
killed in it. The townsfolk fled to the houses of
al-Ma ‘arra, to defend themselves in them, and the
Franks, after promising them safety, dealt treacher-
ously with them. They erected crosses over the
town, exacted indemnities from the townsfolk, and
did not carry out any of the terms upon which they
had agreed, but plundered everything that they
found, and demanded of the people sums which
they could not pay. On Thursday 17th Safar
(x3th January, 1099) they set out for Kafr Tab.
Thereafter they proceeded towards Jerusalem,
at the end of Rajab (middle of June) of this year,
and the people fled in panic from their abodes
before them. They descended first upon al-Ramla,
and captured it after the ripening of the crops.
Thence they marched to Jerusalem, the inhabi-
tants of which they engaged and blockaded, and
having set up the tower against the city they
brought it forward to the wall. At length news
reached them that al-Afdal was on his way from
Egypt with a mighty army to engage in the Holy
War against them, and to destroy them, and to
succour and protect the city against them. They
therefore attacked the city with increased vigour,
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and prolonged the battle that day until the day-
light faded, then withdrew from it, after promising
the inhabitants to renew the attack upon them on
the morrow. The townsfolk descended from the
wall at sunset, whereupon the Franks renewed
their assault upon it, climbed up the tower, and
gained a footing on the city wall. The defenders
were driven down, and the Franks stormed the
town and gained possession of it. A number of the
townsfolk fled to the sanctuary [of David], and a
great host were killed. The Jews assembled in the
synagogue, and the Franks burned it over their
heads. The sanctuary was surrendered-to them
on guarantee of safety on the 22ndof Sha ‘ban
(14th July) of this year, and they destroyed the
shrines and the tomb of Abraham. Al-Afdal
arrived with the Egyptian armies, but found him-
self forestalled, and having been reinforced by the
troops from the Sahil,® encamped outside Ascalon
on 14th Ramadan (4th August), to await the
arrival of the fleet by sea and of the Arab levies.
The army of the Franks advanced against him
and attacked him in great force. The Egyptian
army was thrown back towards Ascalon, al-Afdal
himself taking refuge in the city. The swords of
the Franks were given mastery over the Muslims,
and death was meted out to the footmen, volun-
teers, and townsfolk, about ten thousand souls,
and the camp was plundered. Al-Afdal set out for
Egypt with his officers, and the Franks besieged
Ascalon, until at length the townsmen agreed to
pay them twenty thousand dinars as protection

+ The Sakil was the general name given to the coastal plain and the
maritime towns, from Ascalon to Bairat.
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money, and to deliver this sum to them forthwith.
They therefore set about collecting this amount
from the inhabitants of the town, but it befel that
a quarrel broke out between the [Frankish]
leaders, and they retired without having received
any of the money. It is said that the number of
the people of Ascalon who were killed in this
campaign—that is to say of the witnesses,! men
of substance, merchants, and youths, exclusive of
the regular levies—amounted to two thousand
seven hundred souls.

A.H. 493
(17th November, 1099, to 5th November, 1100)

Al-Malik Shams al-Mulik Duqaq, son of T3&j
al-Dawla, set out from Damascus for Diyar Bakr
with his ‘askar in order to recover possession of it
from a governor who had forcibly seized it. He
reached al-Rahba by the desert route and thence
entered Diyar Bakr, where he occupied Mayya-
fariqin, and established a garrison in it for its
protection and defence.

In Rajabof thisyear(May- June,1100),Bohemond,?
King of the Franks and lord of Antioch, marched
out to the fortress of Afamiya (Apamea), and
besieged it. He remained there for some days and -
laid waste its crops, when he received news of the

. 1 ie., the respectable citizens, men of unblemished character, whose
witness was accepted in a court of law,
8 In the text Bimand or Baimand.
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